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SUBJECT: WORLD CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION 

REF: GENEVA 12412 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . FOLLOWING, FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S INFORMATION, IS THE 
TEXT OF STATEMENT BY LEONID BREZHNEV TO PARTICIPANTS 
ATTENDING THE WORLD CONFERENCE AGAINST RACISM AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION. 

QUOTE: ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME SOVIET 
OF THE USSR, ON BEHALF OF THE SOVIET PEOPLE AND MYSELF, 

I WISH TO GREET THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE 
AGAINST RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. 

THE TASKS, CONFRONTING YOUR CONFERENCE, ARE CLOSE AND 
UNDERSTANDABLE TO THE SOVIET PEOPLE. EXACTLY ONE WEEK 
AFTER THE BIRTH OF THE SOVIET STATE, THE HISTORIC 
"DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLES OF RUSSIA" LAID 
DOWN AS THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE NATIONALITIES POLICY OF 
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THE SOVIET POWER: EQUALITY AND SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLES 
OF RUSSIA, ABOLITION OF ALL AND ANY RACIAL, NATIONAL OR 
NATIONAL-RELIGIOUS PRIVILEGES AND RESTRICTIONS, FREE 
DEVELOPMENT OF ALL THE NATIONAL MINORITIES. 

IN THE SOVIET UNION, THE NATIONALITIES PROBLEM HAS BEEN 
FULLY RESOLVED. EQUALITY OF CITIZENS BEFORE THE LAW, 
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REGARDLESS OF THEIR NATIONAL OR RACIAL ORIGIN. HAS NOT 
ONLY BEEN PROCLAIMED AND LAID DOWN IN THE CONSTITUTION, 

BUT IS DAILY AFFIRMED AND GUARANTEED BY THE ENTIRE WAY OF 
LIFE OF SOCIALIST SOCIETY, BY THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
SYSTEM OF SOCIALISM. 

THE POLICY OF THE SOVIET STATE IN THE NATIONALITIES 
QUESTION IS CLEAR AND CONSISTENT. AMONG THE BASIC 
PRINCIPLES OF THE SOVIET UNION'S FOREIGN POLICY, THE NEW 
SOVIET CONSTITUTION ADOPTED IN 1977, HAS STIPULATED, 
ALONGSIDE WITH PRINCIPLES OF EQUALITY AND RIGHT OF THE 
PEOPLES TO DECIDE THEIR OWN DESTINIES THEMSELVES, SUPPORT 
TO THE STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLEX FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION 
AND SOCIAL PROGRESS. 

THE SOVIET PEOPLE RESOLUTELY SUPPORT THE FORCES WAGING 
STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY OF ALL THE PEOPLES, AGAINST RACIAL 
AND NATIONAL DISCRIMINATION AND AGAINST THE REMAINING 
VESTIGES OF COLONIALISM AND RACISM. THEY COME OUT 
CONSISTENTLY FOR THE LIQUIDATION OF THE RACIST REGIME IN 
RHODESIA AND FOR THE TRANSFER OF POWER TO THE PEOPLE OF 
ZIMBABWE, FOR A COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
SOUTH AFRICA FROM NAMIBIA AND ELIMINATION OF THE SYSTEM 
OF APARTHEID IN THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

YOUR CONFERENCE IS PROCEEDING IN CONDITIONS OF STRUGGLE 
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TO DEEPEN AND EXPAND INTERNATIONAL DETENTE, TO ACHIEVE A 
COMPLETE AND FINAL ERADICATION OF COLONIALISM AND RACISM. 
ESPECIALLY INTOLERABLE IN THESE CONDITIONS IS THE CONTINUED 
EXISTENCE OF RACIST REGIMES IN THE SOUTH OF AFRICA, WHICH 
ARE COMMITTING CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY. MOUNTING TENSIONS 
ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT, BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE INTER- 
VENTIONIST ACTIONS OF SOME NATO STATES, CAUSE LEGITIMATE 
CONCERN OF THE PEACE-LOVING NATIONS. THE INTERESTS OF 
STRENGTHENING THE PEACE REQUIRE AN IMMEDIATE END TO 
IMPERIALIST INTERFERENCE IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE NEWLY- 
INDEPENDENT STATES AND RESPECT FOR THEIR SOVEREIGN RIGHT TO 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT DEVELOPMENT. 

I WISH THE CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS EVERY SUCCESS IN 
THEIR RIGHTEOUS CAUSE OF STRUGGLE AGAINST COLONIALISM, FOR 
FREEDOM AND NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, AGAINST RACISM, APART- 
HEID, RACIAL AND NATIONAL DISCRIMINATION. L. BREZHNEV 
END QUOTE. SORENSON 
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